
Sunday 1st November 2020                                                   

Welcome to our Sunday Service                                      

The Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37                                 

Prepared by Mervyn 

Only By Grace by Graham Kendrick 

Only by grace can we enter 
Only by grace can we stand 
Not by our human endeavour 
But by the blood of the Lamb 

Into Your presence You call us 
You call us to come 
Into Your presence You draw us 
And now by Your grace we come 
Now by Your grace we come 

Lord if You mark our transgressions 
Who could stand 
Thanks to your grace 
We are cleansed 
By the blood of the Lamb 

Croftlands Community Centre                 
at 6.30 pm. Government guidelines  

observed, booking essential. 

This Thursday,  November 5th                          

Prayer Meeting and Communion 

Father God                                                                       

We worship you again today and thank you for all 

the good things you provide for us each day. Help 

us to appreciate the hundreds of little things               

everyday that are evidence of your love and                    

provision. Help us as well to receive a fresh touch 

of your grace today, to enjoy it for ourselves and 

pass it on to others.                                                             

We pray for the children and teachers in the 

schools across the town and ask for your peace for 

them as they embark on a new and uncertain half 

term. Lord Jesus help us all to encounter you again  

today, for your glory we pray, Amen.  

The Parable of the Good Samaritan Luke Ch10:25-37 

25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test             

Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit                 

eternal life?”  26“What is written in the Law?” he                            

replied. “How do you read it?” 

27He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and 

with all your mind’  and, ‘Love your neighbour as                    

yourself.’ ” 

28“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this 

and you will live.” 

 

http://biblehub.com/luke/10-25.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-26.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-27.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-28.htm


29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?” 

30In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 

attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving 

him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw 

the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place 

and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came 

where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and 

bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own don-

key, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denar-

ii e and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 

reimburse you for any extra expense 

you may have.’ 

36“Which of these three do you think 

was a neighbour to the man who fell 

into the hands of robbers?” 

37The expert in the law replied, “The 

one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

I have really enjoyed thinking about the story of the Good Samaritan recently, and like so much 

of the Bible, there is always something new and fresh as you revisit well known stories. These 

timeless parables speak right into the essence of our humanity, and constantly challenge our  

attitudes and prejudices. 

I’ve particularly enjoyed the scene which leads into the parable in verses 25-29. The fresh                  

wonder of a human being being able to talk with Jesus, God the Son, and ask him questions! 

I’ve been really blessed by this short conversation for a few reasons, so here we go! 

1, We can ask God questions! In the text it says an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus! 

That’s an interesting and humorous notion, but Jesus doesn’t seem to mind. We see that as the 

story  unfolds, the actual person being tested ends up being the expert in the law!! 

I believe God likes our questions and in Matthew 11:29              

Jesus says, “learn of me.”  A significant way that we learn is 

by asking questions. What? Why?, When? Who? If? How?  

Jesus  himself,  although he was completely aware of what 

he was achieving by dying on the cross for us, asks during 

this awful ordeal, “Father, Why have you forsaken me?” 

 

http://biblehub.com/luke/10-29.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-30.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-31.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-32.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-33.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-34.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-35.htm
https://biblehub.com/niv/luke/10.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-36.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-37.htm


Often, as I read the Bible, I stop and talk to Jesus about what I’m reading, I tend to look up and 

say, “Uh, what does this mean?” 

There have been several times when I have read something  in the Bible that didn’t make sense 

at the time, and I have stopped to ask God about it, and at some point later he has given me a 

fresh perspective on that particular part of the Bible. 

So, take all your questions to Jesus, grapple with him, tell him what you think and ask him to give 

you the answers you need. It says in Isaiah Ch1:18, “Come let us reason together says the Lord, 

though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow.” 

2, The topic of their conversation. They are discussing the reality of eternal life, and how to                    

inherit it! What a glorious subject.  Eternal life is a natural topic of conversation with Jesus, a 

concept he considers as an absolute reality. In John 6:68, Peter says of Jesus, “You have the 

words of eternal life.” 

Have you ever stopped and tried to imagine what 

eternal life is like? It raises so many questions, that 

our minds are unable to fully process, but somehow 

resonates with our spirit. In Ecclesiastes 3:11, it says 

that God has set eternity in our hearts. The idea of 

life just going on and on and on in this realm can feel 

exhausting and it is tragic when people feel so unable 

to face the pain of another day that they take their 

own life. If that is how you feel, talk to someone,               

you are not alone. Jesus knows and understands the depths of your despair. 

The eternal life Jesus invites us into is not just more and more of the same, but life in a whole 

new realm, a realm that is mostly invisible to us at the moment, although we do have                        

occasional glimpses!  

Jesus was completely aware of the realm of angels and spirits which is mostly an unknown to 

us. We look out into space and see lifeless planets and endless emptiness, but seen through 

different eyes, it could be teeming with life! Matt and myself were discussing this concept on a 

run a while back and were really excited by the possibility of there being other life-filled planets 

to  explore, rather than the idea of just sitting on a cloud playing a 

harp! Elisha the prophet when being pursued by an  enemy army 

felt no fear as he saw the unseen army of God that was protecting 

him, and prayed that his fearful young servant would have the 

same vision. In 2 Kings 6:17, it says, “the LORD opened the eyes of 

the young man, and he saw that the hills were full of horses and 

chariots of fire all around Elisha.” Needless to say Elisha was kept 

safe and God won the battle! 



Jesus is absolutely serious about this different realm, and briefly revealed it on the mountain 

of transfiguration. On another occasion, he was questioned about who, at the resurrection, 

would be the husband to a lady who had had several husbands. He replied. “In the                                

resurrection, people will neither marry nor be given in marriage. Instead, they will be like the 

angels in heaven.”  

How exciting that there is a whole new dimension of life in store for those who give their lives 

to Jesus. Here are some illustrations from nature and the Bible that help me get my head 

around this!  

The life cycle of frogs and butterflies.  

The frog starts as a tadpole and has the run of the 

whole pond, but when it  becomes a frog it has the 

new realm of land as well as the pond!  

The butterfly starts as a caterpillar and has the                

realm of the land, then through an incredible                  

transformation moves into the realm of the sky as 

well as the realm of the land. 

Paul uses the illustration of the difference between a 

house and  a tent to get a handle on it!                                               

In 2 Corinthians 5:1 he says, “For we know that when             

this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that  is,                 

when we die and  leave this earthly body), we will                

have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us             

by God himself  and not by human hands.”  

So, at the moment, we are kind of in our tadpole,               

caterpillar, camping stage!! 

I don’t know if you enjoy camping, but it is a lot               

more enjoyable when you know you have a house                

to go home to!! 

The Bible assures us that at the resurrection we will 

have new bodies, like Jesus’s resurrected body; no 

more aches and pain, no more sickness or disease            

and no more sadness and tears. 

In John 14:1-3, Jesus says, “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if that were not so, would I 

have told you that I am  going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”  

How exciting that Jesus is preparing a place for us in the eternal realm! 



3, Perfect Love is the key to Eternal Life! 

Jesus and the lawyer are discussing how           

to inherit eternal life, and Jesus asks the man 

“What is written in the Law?”  he                                 

he replied. “How do you read it?” 

He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God                

with all your heart and with all your soul                

and with all your strength and with all your 

mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbour as                  

yourself.’ ” “You have answered                                   

correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

I have been really blessed by the layers of love in this short conversation and that whatever 

eternal life turns out to be like, it is rooted in this love. Obviously, we fail in our ability to love 

God with all our heart, soul, strength and mind. It is impossible for people like me who are                   

distracted and divided by so many things to do anything with all my heart, mind etc, but Jesus 

did fulfil that command, and as I accept that he did that for me I gradually become more              

single minded and love God with more and more of my heart.  

We love him because he first loved us, and as we receive his love he sets love in order in us! 

Love between ourselves and God, love between ourselves and other people and the ability to 

like and love ourselves!  Doesn’t that sound wonderful and make you want to live forever?

This is God’s heart for us. I’m struck by Jesus words to the man, “Do this and you will live”. As 

we receive and grapple with love, we start to live in our eternal life here and now and our             

tadpole, caterpillar, camping season becomes resourced with hope, purpose and joy!  

4, Can I Justify myself before God? 

The final thing that jumped out at me in this short conversation is that the lawyer tries to              

justify himself before Jesus by asking “Who is my neighbour?”  This is where he finds              

himself on thin ice! Jesus very graciously  tells him a story that makes him confront his pride, 

his prejudice, the source of his confidence,  and reveals his deep heart attitudes!  

Throughout The Gospels, those who approached Jesus confident in their own goodness, track 

record, or religious status went away disappointed, while those who came to him in               

brokenness and humility were welcomed, restored and celebrated. 



Confidence in our own goodness will by default cause us to compare ourselves favourably 
against others, and will very quickly cause us to miss out on the grace that  Jesus freely offers 
each of us. Remember the story in Luke 18:10  

“Two men went up to the temple to pray. 

One was a Pharisee and the other a tax               

collector. The Pharisee stood by himself              

and prayed, ‘God, I thank You that I am                

not like the other men—swindlers,                        

evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax 

collector. I fast twice a week and pay tithes 

of all that I acquire.’ 

But the tax collector stood at a distance, unwilling even to lift up his eyes to heaven. Instead, 

he beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man, rather than 

the Pharisee, went home justified. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 

one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Let us be people who humbly and honestly come to God, acknowledging that we are unable to 

love perfectly, receive his perfect love and grace, and enter into God’s eternal family.  

Jesus goes on to tell the brilliant story of The Good Samaritan. There is much that can be                 

unpacked from this, but for today here are a few things I take from the story. 

1, People that truly love and care are honoured above people that are legalistic about their 

theology. 

2, God can use the unexpected to express his love. 

3, The Samaritans were looked down on by confident religious people. In my life, is there 

someone, or a group of people that Jesus could cast as the Good Samaritan to make me                  

address my heart attitudes? How about you? 

May we all continue to grow in the love, knowledge and friendship of Jesus. Amen. 

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us now and evermore. Amen. 


