Sunday 26th April 2020
Family Service
Prepared by the

croftlands Community Church Callaghan Family

Welcome to our Family Service

We hope that you are all well and enjoying the wonderful
sunshine and that you are able to get out (albeit for just a
short time)

| found it rather strange putting together a
family service in that no-one was there in
front of me so Martha and | thought we
would create the church...

We also have the band with us and
Barbara on the piano...
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actually

hunt for the children and asked them to
spot how many different love hearts or
the word love they could spot as the
video went along.

Oh and we also had some special guests
too ...more about them later.

IS PATIENT
LOVE IS KIND...

ALWAYS

PROTECTS,
ALWAYS
| TRUSTS,
ALWAYS

HOPES...



With the fun bit over Dear Lord Jesus.

Sarah opened our We thank you for who you are We thank you that
service with a prayer you are always with us - you are ever faithful.
We thank you for this beautiful world and
especially the part we live in, for the lovely
weather we have been having, for eyes to see the
beauty of your creation and ears to hear it.
Lord we welcome you this morning. We pray Lord
you will inhabit our praises as we worship
together.
We ask this in your precious name. Amen

One of the songs Sarah and | have chosen is My
Lighthouse by Rend Collective.

In the song we have such words as

In my wrestling and in my doubts
In my failures You won't walk out
Your great love will lead me through
§ You are the peace in my troubled sea

Then later on we have the words

| won't fear what tomorrow brings
With each morning I'll rise and sing
My God's love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea

As well as the repeating line that says

You will carry me safe to shore.
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We are living in rather strange times, a few weeks ago Sarah made the comment
(Phil mentioned it too in his service on Palm Sunday) that a few months if someone
had said that we would be unable to leave our homes, to go shopping, come to
church, see friends and that the schools would be shut until.... They reopen at
some point.

She said she would never have believed it — it's like living in a film. A bit like the
Truman Show — now the Truman show is a film about a man who was being
brought up in a huge film studio and everyone he met was an actor...

And talking about films reminds me of
something that winds Sarah up.
Whenever we watch a movie at home
or at the pictures | point out errors in
continuity.

Continuity is when a movie flows along
without any random bits or sudden
changes in the scene. An error can
occur such as frequently did/or still
does in soap operas which have a very

fast turn round to film edit and get on TV.

Classic errors such as a shot
7 of two people talking and one has a

s drink from a glass or lights a cigarette,
then moments later a close up shows
the glass is full again or the cigarette is
very short then a cut back to the two
people again and the glass is empty
and the cigarette is long again.

It happens so quickly that most of us miss it.

There have been some famous ones such as the classic 1959
movie Ben-Hur which has a car in the background as the chariot
race is taking place — however modern computer work on the
movie has now removed the car. Or during a Victorian or
medieval film an actor has place a coffee cup or plastic bottle on
the set which is missed and
appears in the movie.

There are some people that make it
a passion to spot these errors in
new movies (I don’t take it that far).




The word continuity means...quote from the dictionary

“the unbroken and consistent existence or operation of something
over time.”

At the moment life is like living in a film - but one that has got problems with its
continuity.

Basic everyday things like shopping have to be done differently. Sarah now shops
online doing the click and collect...

* then we have the

wash and drip dry.

Everything that

~ ~comes into our

~ house we wash in

~ " hot soapy water — |

_ . won't recommend
‘washing a box of cornflakes...

This washing does cause a problem though
when the labels fall off tins. The other day
the girls wanted beans on toast for lunch so
we did and hip dip dip on three tins
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and put the contents on the toast which happened to be cat food!

So as it was open we spread it across the toast saying it was salmon fish pate in
jelly.
And everything was fine the kids ate it no problem.

Although we did catch Martha chasing the birds off the
lawn later on in the afternoon, only joking - she wasn’t
chasing the birds -

but she was eyeing up the guinea pigs.... e



Our continuity may have been broken and we seem to have lots of down days. | have
been very encouraged by Nicky Gumbel (the guy that wrote the Alpha Course).

Each day | have been using the Alpha Bible Readings
on my phone...it is great we have a reading from
Psalms, then readings from both the Old and New
Testament. Each section is followed by a talk and
prayer from Nicky. As we were going into 'Lockdown’
the readings focused on Moses and his leading the
people out of Egypt and into the promised land. -
These people had a stable life in Egypt having been there for around 430 years so
their life was constant, unchanging that is until we read...

In Exodus 1:6-11 that a new king ruled Egypt and he
knew nothing about the events of Joseph hundreds of
y Years before - so he put the Israelites into slavery,

b getting them to build cities.

~ Exodus then records the birth of Moses and his

; 4-:—43’» eventual leading of the people out from slavery and on
& into freedom. And as the people left the normal

3 everyday way of life albeit a life or hardship and

slavery and on into freedom they complained about it

constantly to Moses. They didn’t see/couldn’t see the bigger picture their own land

and freedom from the day to day grind of the slave drivers and overseers. In all their

ups and many downs the Israelites faced during the forty years of wondering there was

a constant there was continuity and that was God.

The song Faithful One is a great up lifting song for this present time.

Faithful one, so unchanging
Ageless one, you're my rock of peace
Lord of all | depend on you
| call out to you, again and again g g Ho

| call out to you, again and again
You are my rock in times of trouble FAITH Fu l o N E
You lift me up when | fall down AR ﬁ/,/; : =
All through the storm
Your love is, the anchor
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My hope is in You alone




Some of our visitors then had something
to say, Stacey wasn’t sure about what |
was saying so Lacey explained it to her.
Stacey thought continuity was a new girl
in Lacey’s maths class - so Lacey had to
explain that it is something that goes on
and on. Stacey said... what like mum
does about my bedroom.

| was then allowed to continue...

God was with the children of Israel every
single step and foot fall along the way. He
was their rock in times of trouble even
bringing water out of rock more than once.
And when we look further and beyond the
Exodus story and on into Joshua, Judges,
so many times the people called out to God for help. Then in the books of Samuel
and Kings we see that thread of the constant love of God for his people.

We have seen some much love in recent times from everyday people so we are
now going to pause for a time of prayer and reflection.

Linda led us in a time of prayer first for
those caring for us, perhaps you could
pray at home for our NHS, care
workers and those front line staff.

AMBULANCE

While Emma prayed for our children
and schools. So take a moment to
pray for the children, the teachers, the
support staff. As well as the children of |
key workers who are still in some of
our schools.




The continued love that God showed to His people throughout the Old Testament
didn’t stop when the Old Testament ended.

That love came in a big way to earth in the birth of Jesus, and we are reminded
time and again throughout the New Testament about the love God had shown and
continued to show and continues still to show to his people. John 3:16

For God loved the world so much that
he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not die but
have eternal life.

'ForI am convinced that neither death nor L”fe} 2
. neither angels nor demons, neither the presen‘ﬁ"
- nor the future, nor any powers, neither heught..t_.,é
4 nordepth, nor anything else in all creation, ;;
' wHI be able to separate us from the love of Gof
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. .
Romans 8:38-39

chapter 8

Then Stacey interrupted again, so Lacey explained what that means in that
there is nothing at all, absolutely nothing that can separate us from God’s
love through Jesus.

God is our constant He is the continuity for us all.

The one thing that Sarah and | have noticed in all of this is the renewed sense of
community, people pulling together and doing things (albeit at a distance) And we
as Christians can be a major part of that. Once the present situation is over there
will be a number of people whose lives have been turned upside down and we as
the church, we as Christians must be the watchers on the towers looking out to
who we can help.

So in the ups and downs of this
present time please remember
that God is our constant and
His love for us is ever present.

i S ickness ive
In this time of dar S | i

shine yourligh
In Jesus' name Amen




