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So far and no further! 

Thankfully, God has not abandoned us, and throughout history he has set                
confines and limits on human and spiritual activity. 

The huge moral decline before the flood - So far and no further.                                                 
Genesis 6 

The massive project of the Tower of Babel, brought to an end by                                                                      
the confusion of language - So far and no further. Genesis 11 

The excruciating testing of Job - Satan was only permitted to                                                             
go so far and no further. Job Chapters 1&2 

Balaam on his donkey could only go so far and no further. Num 22 

We live in a fallen world! God in his big hearted wisdom chose to 
make human beings with free choice, because if he’d made us to 
automatically love and obey him that wouldn't be real love or  
obedience. 

Deceived by Satan, Adam and Eve doubted that God’s ways were 
best and chose to disobey his direction, resulting in the fall. Since 
then the world has been grappling with the consequences, and 
one of those consequences is sickness and disease.  

Through out the Bible we see God intervening to rescue his people; Daniel, Esther,                             
Jehoshaphat... the list goes on, and even in recent times Hitler was bent on destroying the 
Jewish People, but he was not permitted, he could only go so far and no further. 



We also see God establishing boundaries that can not be 

crossed. During the final plague before Moses led the             

people out of Egypt, God gave Moses instructions that              

each Hebrew household was to slaughter their Passover                   

lamb and put some of the lamb’s blood on the door posts                   

and lintel of their house. The destroying angel was barred                     

from entering any house protected by the blood. So far                    

and no further! 

“When I see the blood, I will Passover you.” 

A Bible verse that has really comforted me during this lock-down season is taken from 

the Passover Story in Exodus Ch 11. In verse 7 it say , “Then you will know that the Lord 

makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel”  

The word that jumps out to me is “distinction”. How comforting to know that God can 

make a distinction, He knows the whereabouts of every coronavirus pathogen, and has 

the power to say,  “So far and no further”. 

The comfort I take from this verse is not a guarantee that I, or anyone I love won’t get 

the virus, but the knowledge that we won’t get it as some random chance without his  

knowledge and care.  His perfect love can drive out all our fear. 

So far                        

and no                    

further! 

Some questions to consider… 

Have you ever set limits for your children, or as a child do you remember limits being set? 

Have you ever sensed God stopping you from going in a particular direction? 

Could God be saying “So far and no further” to anything in particular at the moment? 



We can’t mention the Passover Lamb without jumping                                                                              
forward to Jesus “The Lamb of God who takes away                                                   

the sins of the world” John 1:29  

Here, in chapter 53 of his book, Isaiah foretells the suffering 
of Jesus and its wonderful implications for us.  

Who has believed our message 

    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

    and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

so he did not open his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet    

who of his generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the             

transgression of my people he was punished. 
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord 

makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 

and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 
11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with  

the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the      

transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Jesus enters our situation, experiences the pain of our sin and death, then rises from the 

dead to set us free! He has the power to restore everything that has been lost, and wipe 

every tear from our eyes. 

To celebrate his victory, tap your toes along to the link on the email :-) 


