
Sunday 8th November 2020                                                   

Welcome to our                                                    

Remembrance Service                                                                      

Prepared by Matt and Grace 

Good morning and welcome to        

Croftlands Community Church’s  

Sunday morning service, we really 

hope that you will be blessed by            

today’s service. 

Today is Remembrance Sunday,              

and although things are a bit                         

different this year, we can still take 

time to remember and honour those who have sacrificed              

themselves to protect our freedom. The little village where I 

(Grace) grew up, Nether Kellet, does not have a war memorial, 

because all of their men that fought in World War 1 and 2                

survived. It is known as a doubly thankful village and this is              

their peace stone that commemorates that. 

Today we are thankful that our freedom continues and we have 

not forgotten the sacrifice that was made by so many. In                            

Ulverston some people have come together artistically to                    

decorate a pebble with a poppy, you may have seen these                 

appearing in people’s windows and gardens over the last week 

or so. They have also been placed at the rose garden by the library, so we thought we 

would take some photos of these for you to enjoy and reflect upon. Let's take a few 

moments to remember all of the servicemen and women that gave their lives for our 

freedom. 

Samuel’s prayer 

Dear God, thankyou for our 

family and our friends, please 

keep them safe. Help us to be 

kind to other people. We pray 

for everyone who is joining our 

service today. Amen. 



Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 

Breathe new life into my willing soul. 

Bring the presence of the risen Lord, 

To renew my heart and make me whole. 

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; 

Give me faith for what I cannot see, 

Give me passion for Your purity; 

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.  

2020: What a year it’s been so far! 

As you are all well aware, 2020 has been a bit  different to say the 

least. Not only has it been a very strange time, but I’m sure that, 

like me, many of you have found it difficult at times. It has certainly given us lots of time 

to think, so during the year I’ve kept a record of a few of the things that I’ve learnt, with 

God’s help, and I wanted to share a couple of those with you today. 

I’m going to start with a really tough question that I’ve had to ask myself, maybe some of 

you will be able to relate to this too. The question is: ‘what is the state of your                           

relationship with God when you stop doing things?’ Many of us do, or we did, lots of 

things that are good, and that advance God’s kingdom. On Sunday mornings, for the  

Little Nippers toddler group, for Soup Lunch, for Homegroup, etc. But when the time of 

lockdown began back in March, all of a sudden most of those things were taken away. 

What was left? What was left of my faith? What was 

left of my relationship with God when I stopped doing 

all those things? The truth is... not as much as I 

thought. I am a Christian, I am saved. I believe in God, 

I believe in prayer. I’ve seen the power of God’s Holy 

Spirit first hand. God has done some amazing things in my life, He’s brought some 

amazing healing, and I’ve seen Him do amazing things in the lives of other people too. 

But my personal, one on one relationship with God is not where it needs to be. And what 

I’ve realised during 2020 is that those issues in my Christian life have been covered up, 

replaced, hidden, however you want to say it, by doing stuff. Like I’ve said, that stuff is 

often good, it’s stuff that is serving God, but nothing that we do, nothing that we can ever 

do, is as important as our personal relationship with God, through Jesus Christ. 

That’s a really important and challenging thing that I’ve learnt about myself this year,            

but as well as sometimes being difficult, 2020 has been a time of learning, a time when 

God has exposed things in my life. I pray that God will speak to you, and challenge you, 

as I share a few of the things that He has been showing me, and challenging me with, 

this year. 

Holy Spirit, come abide within,                                        

May Your joy be seen in all I do. 

Love enough to cover every sin,                                                    

In each thought and deed and attitude. 

Kindness to the greatest and the least,                          

Gentleness that sows the path of peace. 

Turn my strivings into works of grace;                            

Breath of God show Christ in all I do.  

Holy Spirit, from creation's birth, Giving life to all that God has made, 

Show Your power once again on earth, Cause Your church to hunger for your ways. 

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; Lead us on the road of sacrifice, 

That in unity the face of Christ Will be clear for all the world to see.                  Getty Music 



May I introduce you to Mr. Worry. As the book by the late Roger Hargreaves 

tells us, whatever happened, Mr. Worry worried about it. 

If it rained, Mr, Worry worried that his roof was going to leak. If it didn’t rain, 

he worried that all the plants in his garden were going to die. If he set off shopping, he 

worried that the shops would be shut when he got there. And when the shops weren’t 

shut when he got there, he worried that he was spending too much money shopping. 

And when he got home with his shopping, he worried that he’d left something behind, 

or that something had fallen out of his basket on the way home. And when he got 

home, and discovered that he hadn’t left anything behind, and that nothing had fallen 

out of his basket on the way home, he worried that he’d bought too much. And then he 

worried about where to put it all… etc, etc,  

I think you get the picture. 

During Mr. Worry’s story, all of his worries are taken away from him. But despite that, 

the book ends with him still worrying, because, in Mr. Worry’s own words “I’m worried 

because I don’t have anything to worry about!” 

How many of you sometimes feel a little bit like Mr. Worry? At first glance it may seem 

like a silly story, but as I was reading it to Eve recently I realised that actually, we can 

all be a bit like Mr. Worry. Sometimes if I don’t have anything to worry about, I go  

looking for something to worry about. Really! It’s not even always me just thinking 

‘what can I worry about?’, because sometimes I physically walk around looking for 

something to worry about. It sounds crazy, but it’s true. 

Jesus taught about worry in Matthew Chapter 6 verses 25 to 34. He taught us not to 

worry about everyday life. He mentioned worrying about food, drink and clothes, but I’m 

sure we can add many other things to that list: family, finances, friends, possessions,  

viruses. In the last verse of that chapter, Jesus said “So don’t worry about tomorrow, 

for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough for today.”               

Interesting  that Jesus didn’t say that we wouldn’t have things to worry about, or that the 

things that we are worrying about would be taken away from us. 



One thing I have learnt is that we can choose not to worry. Choosing not to worry 

doesn’t mean there aren’t things that we could be worrying about, and it doesn’t                 

necessarily mean that the things we were worrying about before have gone away.              

Instead, it’s making a choice. It’s saying, ‘I choose to not worry about that thing, or that 

situation. I choose not to let that thing or that situation affect my mood or my mental 

state.’ 

Another good bit of advice when you worry is to categorise what it is that you’re                      

worrying about. Either it’s something you can do something about, or it’s something that 

you can’t do anything about. If you can do something about it, then do what you can. If 

it’s something that you can’t do anything about, then talk to God about it, ask Him to 

help you, and trust him to deal with the situation. 

 

Jesus spoke of leaving us with his 

peace, in John 14:27 , “I am leaving 

you with a gift—peace of mind and 

heart. And the peace I give is a gift 

the world cannot give. So don’t be 

troubled or afraid.” Three weeks 

ago Mervyn spoke to us about living 

in  the peace of God, he read that 

same verse. God’s peace is available 

to all of us, but if we continue to be Mr. Worry, we’re not going to benefit from it. So with 

God’s help, let’s choose otherwise. It’s hard, sometimes it’s really hard, but it does 

work. 

At the start of the summer, Sallyann led a devotional at the leadership team meeting, 

and she mentioned how Satan might like to use the times of social isolation that we have 

experienced in parts of 2020. Something Sallyann said really struck a chord with me, 

and forgive me Sallyann because it may not have been exactly what you said, but it was 

something to do with Satan using this time to whisper discouragements into our ear. And 

that was helpful to me, because I had been feeling so discouraged, and hearing                  

someone else acknowledge that was a step in the right direction. 

The Bible talks about discouragement, in Joshua 1:9 , a very famous verse, when God 

says to Joshua ‘This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid 

or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.’ That verse 

shows us that one of the keys to avoiding discourage-

ment is to step out in faith, remembering that God is 

alongside us with every single step that we take. One 

of Satan’s discouragements to me was that because I 

was struggling, I shouldn’t be bringing a message like 

this. I felt something that I've felt before, and I suspect it’s something that some of you 

feel sometimes. Those five frustrating words: I’m just not good enough. 



But I was also encouraged in this area by one of the services from August, where 

Emma talked about how one of the talks I gave three years ago was still                           

encouraging her, and that reminded me that it’s not about us. By focusing on our 

perceived failures, on our perceived shortcomings, all we’re doing is taking our eyes 

off God, and what He can do. 

There are lots of Bible verses that remind us to keep our sights up rather than down, 

here’s just one, Colossians 3:2 , where Paul reminds us to: ‘Think about the 

things of heaven, not the things of earth.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of that same August 9th service we got to hear some amazing words that 

Rachel had written, which were along the same lines. Do go back and read or listen 

to it again because I’m only going to remind you of the last line, which was God                

saying ‘it’s not your striving that makes me smile, it’s your faith that makes me 

sing.’  Another reminder that it’s not about us. It’s not about how well, or how badly, 

we might perceive that we are doing. All we can do is have faith in the one who              

really can make the difference. The difference in our lives, and the difference in the 

lives of those around us. 

As well as remembering the difference that God can make in our lives, and the sacri-

fice He made, Remembrance Sunday is a day when we remember other sacrifices. 

Sacrifices made by our, and other people’s, parents, grandparents, great grandpar-

ents and great great grandparents so that we could remain free. What we and the 

rest of the world is going through at the moment is really tough, but our country and 

our planet has been through tougher times, and with God’s help has come out on 

the other side. God gives us hope! 



• Have you felt isolated and discouraged this year?  

• Do you still feel isolated and discouraged?  

You are not alone. Because even when we’re apart physically, we are still a church. 

Croftlands Community Church, but also the worldwide church of Jesus Christ. We 

have strength, in numbers, against the lies and discouragements of the  enemy.  

 

Let's pray for each other. 

God, we thank you for our church family, and we ask that you will protect our unity  

during this time when we can’t meet together. We pray for those of us who are sick 

and those who are looking after someone who is sick. Please will you provide them 

with encouragement and peace. We pray for those of us who are feeling down,                   

anxious or discouraged at the moment. Please will you break through the fear,                       

uncertainty and sickness with your wonderful, extravagant, amazing, unstoppable                

and unconditional love.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of   the Holy Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen. 


