
For the beauty of the earth 
For the beauty of the skies 
For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our joyful hymn of praise 

For the beauty of the hour 
Of the day and of the night 
Hill and vale and tree and flower 
Sun and moon and stars of light 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our joyful hymn of praise 

For the joy of human love 
Brother, sister, parent, child 
Friends on earth and friends above 
For all gentle thoughts and mild 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our joyful hymn of praise  

By Folliot. S Pierpoint  1835-1917 

Welcome to our Sunday Service (9/05/21) 

Rooted in God’s Word               

Prepared by Kathryn 

Psalm 96 

8Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
bring an offering and come into his courts. 

9Worship the Lord in the splendour of 
his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 

10Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” The 
world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity. 

11Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 

12Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in 
them; let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 

13Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he 
comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will 

judge the world in righteousness and the peoples 
in his faithfulness. 

Day by day, Dear Lord of you three things I pray; to see you more clearly,                                                   

love you more dearly and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen 

http://biblehub.com/psalms/96-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/96-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/96-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/96-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/96-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/96-13.htm


Rooted in the authority of the bible. 

Last year, just before the first lockdown, the leadership team spent a day away together at 

Rydal Hall to pray and seek God’s guidance and direction for our church, and we spent 

quite some time really drilling down to establish what are the core values that should                  

define us as a church?  

Core values let people know what they can expect from us and hold us accountable to.   

Ultimately, they define the character of our church. We are often asked questions about 

Croftlands Community Church pertaining to our 

vision and values, particularly by those who are 

thinking of joining us and often by those who  

are not part of a church, but intrigued as to          

how we operate. 

Over the next few months, we will be dipping           

in to explore those values together, to hopefully 

bring us onto the same page as we begin to  

think about the possibility of physically being 

church in our community rather than just on-line.  

How does a church even begin to define it’s core values? By looking at Jesus and the values 

he demonstrated. This is our desire… to become more like Jesus, to represent him more 

faithfully, to see him more clearly, love him more dearly, 

follow him more nearly, day by day. That is our prayer! 

You can find our values on page 1 & 2 of the church         

directory, but today let’s look at our first core value which 

says that….. “As a church we seek to be rooted in the bible as our authority” 

So, when we claim the bible as our authority, what are we actually saying? We are saying 

that we believe it is wholly true in all things, that it contains the authority of God’s own 

words and is utterly trustworthy. The trustworthiness of the bible lays at the foundation of 

trusting what it says, and is fundamental to the hope we have and the life that we live as 

Christians. 

If we are following Jesus as our example, then we see that he certainly treated the Old             

Testament scriptures with trust, never suspicious of their reliability. As the Son of God  

himself, he brings absolute credibility to them. Jesus himself declared that many of the 

scriptures were fulfilled, and being fulfilled in his life. 

As individuals and as a church, the more rooted we become in the bible, the more we              

experience it’s authority in our lives and ultimately it leads us to encounter the one who is 

himself called The Living Word, the one who is exalted above all authority, Jesus himself! 



If Jesus is our example in all we do, then our view of the scriptures will be the same as his. He 

made it clear in Matthew 4:4 that the words that come from the mouth of God are as                      

essential for life as the regular meals, snacks or multi-course dinners that we feed ourselves.   

We’re going to briefly look at 5 pictures to help us get a handle on how to handle the word of 

God; this authority that we want to be rooted,  embedded and established in, and to                        

underpin all that we do. 

1) Ingest and digest it - it’s essential food! 

As with our physical food, we need to take 

God’s words into ourselves and absorb them. 

We would never dream of not replenishing our 

food cupboard regularly because we think just 

an occasional snack once in a while will keep 

us healthy and alert. We pay great attention to the food we put into our physical bodies in  

order to sustain our life. Without regular food, we would become malnourished, lethargic, 

vulnerable to sickness and disease, and ultimately we would no longer function and we  

would die. 

A vibrant, healthy church is made up of individuals  who feed regularly on The Word of God at 

home and root their lives in it’s authority. Can you imagine the potential for God to impact 

our community through Croftlands Community Church if we all placed the same importance 

on Gods words as Jesus did and intentionally fed ourselves with his words to the same degree 

that we put food into our bodies? 

Sadly statistics show that very few professing Christians actually read the bible, meaning that 

as a result many of our churches are partially made-up of spiritually starved, lethargic, people 

whose priorities lie elsewhere. I remember having a conversation years ago with a local                

pastor who was also a sheep 

farmer and he said that when he 

goes out in the field to feed the 

sheep, the only reason they 

would not come to eat the food 

is was because they are either 

sick or not hungry, because 

they’ve filled up on something 

else. There’s a challenge there, 

I’m sure you can see the                   

analogy!   

 

 

Man shall not live 

on bread alone, but 

on every word that 

comes from the 

mouth of God. 



2) Handle it respectfully -  It’s dynamite 

For the word of God is alive and powerful.  

Hebrews 4:12 

The Word of God is Powerful! The root of 

the word translated ‘powerful’ in Greek is 

Dunamis which is where our word                          

dynamite comes from. God’s words have 

God’s power. They have the power to save 

people. They have the power to blow up 

the pride and arrogance of man and level the ground for all to come to God in the hope 

and assurance of forgiveness and a new start. 

You have probably seen when driving on a new section of road where blasting has taken 

place to take the road through a hill side or even a mountain. The power of God which 

raised Jesus from the dead has blasted away the mountain of sin that separated us from 

God, to give direct access to each person who comes to him in repentance and faith. That 

same Word of God has explosive power within our lives as believers as it blasts out deeply 

ingrained beliefs and behaviours that prevent us from becoming more like God and is 

blocking that well of overflowing life bubbling up within us and through us. 

 “Is not my word like fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in 

pieces?”  Jeremiah 23:29 

God’s Word has God’s energy and it’s explosive effect is evident in the life story of          

believers of all ages as God’s words have set them free from powerful, destructive cycles 

and opened up doors of possibility way beyond their wildest dreams. The Word of God 

has all the essentials of the life and power of God to do his work. 

So will my word be which goes out of my mouth: it will not come back to me with              

nothing done, but it will give effect to my purpose, and do that for which I have sent it.    

Isaiah 55:11 

As individuals and as a church if we want to grow in our relationship with Jesus, if we 

want to reach out in mission and if we want to be able to credibly defend our faith to 

those who are cynical or sceptical, then let’s handle the Word of God respectfully. Our 

stories and anecdotes may have some use, but they don’t have the power to save people. 

it’s the Word of God that is the power of God unto salvation.  

It’s dynamite! 

 



3) Study it with humility - it’s knowledge  (also associated with revelation and wisdom) 

God has given us a book that is not meant to sit on a shelf, but to be read, studied and 

understood, whether that be taking the book off the shelf, reading it or listening on-line 

or downloading an app. We study it because it instructs us in the ways of God, so we can 

mature in our faith and grow in obedience. 

 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and                

training in righteousness,  so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for           

every good work.  2 Timothy 3:16-17 

There is great profit from careful study of God’s Word. It criticises or rebukes our sinful 

thoughts, attitudes and behaviour and we would be very wise to take on board that                

rebuke. It’s profitable for correction from both false living and false beliefs. It’s profitable 

for training in righteousness and completes us, equipping us for the purposes of God in 

our lives. 

It’s so important to study the bible with humility. So often a bit of bible knowledge can 

lead to arrogance and pride which loves to debate and fight. It’s essential for knowledge 

and humility to go hand in hand, in order to avoid that hard, militancy that cuts itself off 

from other believers, or the church in what resembles hatred rather than love. Here is a 

quote from Brandon Smith…… As a person grows in 

knowledge of scripture, pride creeps into our hearts like a 

quiet mouse in a dark kitchen looking for a feast. We want to 

be right and to show others we’re right, and so we begin to 

forget that none of this is about us. If we don’t turn on the 

light of the gospel and remind ourselves of God’s glory and 

beauty, pride will set up shop in our hearts…. 

None of us can claim to know all there is about God’s Word. 

His Word is infallible, but we are fallible in our interpretations 

or understanding of the original language, genres, metaphors, cultural meanings and            

historical context when trying to work out the finer details.  We can all bring baggage to 

our study, whether that be the lens or pre-determined bias we are interpreting through, 

or the traditions from which we were taught.  

As we study individually and as a church, we are attempting to learn about the character, 

the acts and will of an infinite, perfect being within our own limitations and                    

imperfections. It’s important to recognise that nobody has it all figured out and so let’s 

be humble learners, who are willing to learn from others, enjoying  their perspectives in 

love  and agree to disagree where necessary, so that the world may see that we are       

disciples of Jesus who love each other and are humble learners as we grow in knowledge. 



4)  Store it- it’s useful 

“I have stored your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.” 

(Psalm 119:11)  

The Word of God is useful to us in the fullest sense. It’s capable of being put to use in any 

and every circumstance or any particular area of our lives. God’s words are so valuable to 

us, so productive and giving  competent expertise in helping us respond to situations,              

people and circumstances in the way that God wants us to.  

Many years ago, in my early twenties, I found myself in a job where my employer was              

frequently patronising and belittling towards me which I found upsetting and it was also 

knocking my confidence which was already very fragile.  At the time, I came across a verse 

in Proverbs 19:11 which told me that “it is to my glory to overlook an offense.” 

I would speak this verse under my breath every time the situation occurred and it made all 

the difference. That useful part of God’s Word is stored in me now along with many others 

which are ready to hand when I need them. We can’t use The Word of God or find it             

useful if we don’t have it readily to hand! If you need a garden spade in a hurry you need 

to have one stored in your shed. If you need to ice a fancy cake, you need an icing bag 

stored in your cupboard.  

If you find yourself needing to know what God says about something in particular, google it 

or use a concordance. You can also chat with whoever it is on the pastoral care team who 

speaks with you regularly; they have a list of useful scriptures for many different situations 

that may be helpful. Most of all, store it, the more you store up God’s words, the more you 

hoard them in your heart, the more equipped you 

are to deal with life in ways that avoid  being 

drawn into toxic, destructive situations, or          

responses which leave us hurting and bitter. 

Years ago, Mervyn and I were invited to Sunday 

lunch after a church service that we had visited, 

and we learned very quickly from our                  

observations, and by the ladies own admission 

that she was a hoarder. Nothing was ever thrown 

away because she was adamant that at some 

stage it would be just what she needed and              

there would be an important use for it. 



Every available space in the house was filled with bits and pieces, cardboard boxes, toilet roll 

tubes, empty pots and containers and all kinds of unidentifiable components of different 

things. To get something out of the lower kitchen cupboards, she would move all the empty 

cereal boxes and packets stacked up along the floor in front of the cupboards in order to get 

to what she needed in the cupboards behind. 

We happened to see this couple again a few years later, and we asked her if she’d been able 

to part with any of her ‘useful stuff’ to which her husband replied, ‘No, and I’m now paying 

for outside storage to keep it all, as well as the house being full to the brim! 

What an amazing picture for us in thinking about storing the Word of God in our hearts. As 

we store away the things we discover, knowing it will be useful at some point, we find we’re 

even more convinced of it’s usefulness and we invest in storing even more of God’s Word in 

our lives. Maybe, we’ve purchased a book or attended a day conference or paid for a week at 

Spring Harvest or New Wine, because the accumulation of The Word of God is so important 

to us. 

As a church, the authority of God’s Word enables us as a church family to respond to each 

other in a way that avoids and overlooks offences or is able to work through differences with 

humility and forgiveness. It underpins the way we interact with each other and those who 

may visit us, or the way we engage with our community. Let’s be hoarders of God’s Word, 

storing it in abundance, so that we can experience the benefits of it’s incredible usefulness! 

5) Take it to heart - it’s a love letter 

Can you imagine receiving a valentines card through 

the post on February 14th and just focussing on the 

stamp, the postmark, opening the envelope and then 

putting the card down without even reading it? You 

would have spectacularly missed the point! 

It’s a valentine card! Inside are words of love written by a person who wants you to know that 

they love you.  

So often, we can read the bible just to tick a box. It feels like a chore and the experience feels 

dry and cold. We’ve missed the point that this book is filled with words of love from God and 

is an invitation to intimacy, joy and transformation. Words that we can soak in, knowing that 

we are loved and his thoughts are towards us continually. 

If we want to personally encounter Jesus for ourselves and experience his love and come alive 

in it and spiritually awakened, then we need to engage with the words he has written us. 

 



If like me, you enjoy period dramas, you will have noticed that when a letter is brought in by 

the butler on a silver tray from a suitor to one of the young ladies of the house, she usually   

excuses herself from whatever is happening, in order to slip away on her own to spend time 

with her letter, savouring the words and the excitement of new horizons. 

Jesus rebuked the Pharisees,   

because although they had the 

scriptures, they missed the 

whole point.  

We are not just reading about 

Jesus, we are encountering Jesus 

when we understand that Gods 

Word is a love letter. That’s 

where it becomes personal, real 

and life-changing. As we get to 

know him better, we know more 

intimacy with him, and there is 

nothing more precious than that. 

As individuals and a church, we 

need to ensure that we plan Gods word into every aspect of church life as well as our personal 

lives if we are going to be rooted in it as our authority.  If you need some bible reading notes, 

speak to someone on the pastoral care team and they will get them to you. Share with others 

what you have read, maybe in house-group and together we can grow and mature in a greater 

understanding of Gods word and incredibly, to encounter God in his word for ourselves in a 

deeper way as we embed ourselves in it. 

To recap…   Being rooted in The Word of God as our authority 

1) Ingest it and digest it - it’s essential food 

2) Handle it respectfully - it’s dynamite 

3) Study it with humility - it’s knowledge 

4) Store it away - It’s useful 

5) Take it to heart - It’s a love letter 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the fellowship of The Holy Spirit 

be with us all, now and for evermore. Amen 

 


